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D avid Roberts Stefferud died peacefully in his home on January 25, 2018 at the
age of 85. His beloved wife, Andree, née Higgins, was his devoted partner for
fifty years and preceded him in death in 2005. They are survived by four of her six

children, David’s treasured stepchildren, Andree, Diane, Arlene, and Cherie. His son
Michael died in 2001 and Stanley in 2013.

He is also survived by many beloved grandchildren, sister, Christine S. Jacoby of Virginia, and
brother, John Stefferud (Erica), nieces and nephews.

He was born in 1932 in Minneapolis, MN and, son of a news reporter, spent his first five years in
Berlin, Germany and Vienna, Austria. He left with his parents, Doris R. Stefferud, and Alfred D.
Stefferud, just as the Second World War was beginning. Stefferud attended Harvard College (1965)
and The Industrial College of the Armed Forces (with distinction, 1975). He was commissioned in
the US Navy in 1954 and served for thirty years in ships and stations across the world. Captain
Stefferud commanded ships as a junior officer, as a Commander, and as a Captain. On shore
assignments, he was on the staff of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in the Pentagon, taught at both the
Naval War College and The Industrial College of the Armed Forces. He was also in the Office of
the Chief of Naval Operations.

He was twice a Commodore. First, in Vietnam as the operational commander of US Naval inshore
and riverine vessels, such as the famed Swift Boats, then, as a senior officer, he was a Task Force
Commander in the Sixth Fleet in the Mediterranean, responsible for all Fleet logistics and the
operation of ten stores, ammunition, salvage, repair, and fuel replenishment ships. He was
decorated with the Legion of Merit for each of these assignments and additionally with the
Bronze Star, Combat Action Ribbon and other awards for his Vietnam service.

After retiring from his final post as Commander of the Readiness Support Group, Mayport,
Florida, and from the Navy, he returned to his favorite city and Andree’s family home, the New

Orleans area, and from his residence in Madisonville, St. Tammany Parish, was employed as a
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Program Manager at Avondale Shipyards and Site Manager for engineering firms under contract
to the Navy. Captain Stefferud served on the Board of Directors of the Lake Pontchartrain Basin
Maritime Museum from its inception until the completion of the Museum’s current facility. He
served on the Board and as Secretary of the Louisiana Landmarks Society and was editor of the
Society’s newsletter.

With a growing population and left without adequate library after Hurricane Katrina, St.
Tammany Parish and the town of Madisonville in particular clearly needed new and modern
library facilities. Stefferud advocated for a state of the art library, was appointed to the Parish
Library Board of Control, and was able to see the completion of a first-class building designed
and built for this purpose.

David, the quintessential gentleman, was loved by his family and friends. He is remembered for
his keen wit, extensive knowledge, and endearing charm. He loved his life in Madisonville.

A Celebration of Life will be held at E.J. Fielding Funeral Home, 2260 W. 21st Ave., Covington, LA
on Sunday, February 4th, 2018 at 3:00 PM with Visitation from 1:00 PM until service time. All are
welcome. In honor of his sartorial splendor, please embrace color. Memorial donations in lieu of
flowers may be made to the Madisonville Library or Maritime Museum. Please Share a Memory

on the Tribute Wall at www.ejfieldingth.com.
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Ronald G Ruiz posted:

| was but a very young US Navy Seaman Apprentice Yeoman fresh from 1980 boot camp whose first
official duty station was the Commander Task Force (CTF) 63 in Naples, Italy where | first met its
then commanding officer, Captain Stefferud. One of my administrative duties included doubling as
his personal secretary, thereby enjoying the privilege of befriending him for a brief period of time
before his eventual reassignment. | fondly recall what a kind, intelligent and humorous man he was. |
could often find a way to make him laugh, and I'm confident he appreciated the lighter moments. I'm
so sad to learn of his passing and express my heartfelt condolences. Calm seas and fair winds, my
friend. You will never be forgotten. God bless. Ronald Ruiz (Massachusetts)

December 23 at 10:35 PM

Sarah Elliott lit a candle in honor of David.

Lovely man, sorry for your loss. X

February 13 at 12:39 PM

Paul Elliott shared a photo to the New Album Name album.

February 4 at12:38 PM

@ Cherie Young February 6 at 6:10 AM
That was my lovely Mother's favorite picture of Pop

Mike Binnings posted:

What a neat and wonderful person. I've known the Captain since the Avondale days. He was so
impressive with his knowledge and knew how to convey it. My prayers are with him and his family.
Madisonville has lost a great one! Mike Binnings

January 31at1:04 AM
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Lois. Faye lit a candle in honor of David.

January 30 at 4:50 PM

Paul Elliott February 4 at 1:16 PM
Paul Elliott. Love you always Pop!
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring David by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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